JERSEY FRESHWATER ANGLING ASSOCIATION

Coarse Fisheries Management Report 2009/10 Season
The common underlying threat at water works valley has always been cormorants, and I feel it has proved without doubt that if you can dissuade them, your fishing will improve. As you have seen or experienced this year, less birds equal more and bigger fish .So every member is urged , to keep their eyes open ,when either fishing ,or driving past ,and to do something, rather than ignoring them. 

Early hopes of escaping their predations this winter proved groundless, early December saw up to 15 birds working the valley. Efforts were made to dissuade them, the success of which will only be apparent next summer. 

Dannemarche

The decision to remove carp to allow other species to thrive could be argued to have been unnecessary. However, if we go ahead and   still remove the smaller fish, this will allow the bigger carp to thrive, while still giving some measure of increased food supply to the other fish. The carp have grown steadily and now there are at least 5 fish, on or around the magic 20lb mark, with approx 10 fish between 10 and 17lb.

 On a purely water management front we have approval in principle to establish reed beds, and hopefully introduce water milfoil. The problem of overhanging and potentially dangerous trees has or is being taken care of, along with a programme of works to reinstate the path on the far bank. Unfortunately, the bank has been severely eroded away in parts, and in the wet has become treacherous. 

Jersey Water , have given tacit approval, for several areas to have a stage constructed capable of holding a small shelter, so that the carp, may still be pursued, but from areas that allow the angler to exert more control over hooked fish. To this end, it likely that the association will be placing “no bivvies” signage on pegs that are considered dangerous to allow unattended rods, too many fish were reported lost through been snagged in the weed beds this season. 

Millbrook 

Millbrook always seems to be the ugly duckling of our waters. When the level goes down, it is a drab, lifeless looking place, quick to go green, sometimes makes you wonder, how we drink the stuff.

Yet the fish apparently like it. It has this year produced carp to 19lb+, bream to 7lb+, tench over 6lb, and lots of quality roach and perch. It would without doubt benefit form the levels been maintained, but the best we can do, would be to install more refuges for the fish, and plant some weed, we hope to build up the slopes, underwater, which will allow reeds and weed to be planted several feet out from the bank, yet in 2-3ftof water, to give them a chance. 

All these things take time, Jersey Water are far more willing to allow the association to undertake these projects, than in times past, so we must take advantage of it.

Les Mielles
Little to comment on, it has provided over 40 carp of varying sizes for Grand Vaux, with a few more to come yet. This has personally caused me a few sleepless nights, as to whether it will all work in the end, yet has cleared a small headache up. At least we do not have to try figure out where to put stages 20ft x20 ft to accommodate the people who want to camp down there while fishing given the emergence of Grand Vaux.

Grand Vaux

As will be seen ,in April and May, there will be a few spots available ,if  members wish to fish at night, but it needs to be understood that full size bivvies or tents cannot be accommodated at very few ,if any of our  waters ,and members intending to fish here will have to obtain shelters to fit the stages, rather than the association building stages to fit large bivvies etc. 
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